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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SAB-02 L-03 SS-15 SIL-OI LAB-04 PA-02 
PRS-OI USIA-15 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 /06I W 

260901 052059/11 

R251937ZFEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 840 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 1334 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS S/AB: MR. LAZAR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, PFOR, PN, PQ 

SUBJECT: AFL-CIO ASKS LABOR REPRESENTATIVE IN TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS 

1. FONT PAGE OF MIAMI -HERALD" INTERNATIONAL EDITION 
(WIDELY READ IN PANAMA AND CANAL ZONE) FEBRUARY 25 CARRIES 

A THURSDAY STATEMENT BY GEORGE MEANY THAT AMERICAN WORKERS 
"CAN'T EIND OUT WHAT IS HAPPENING" IN THE CANAL TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS (COPY POUCHED ARA/PAN). STATEMENT FOLLOWED 
MEETING BETWEEN A GROUP 0 CANAL ZONE AND NATIONAL UNION 
OFEICIALS REPRESENTING CANAL ZONE ORGANIZED LABOR AND AFL-CIO 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN BAL HARBOUR, FLORIDA. 

2. MEANY SAID CANAL ZONE AMERICAN WORKERS WERE WORRIED 
ABOUT WORKING CONDITIONS, PENSIONS AND OTHER ASPECTS OF 
THEIR JOBS. "THE COMPLAINT OE OUR PEOPLE DOWN THERE 

IS THAT THEY ARE ABSOLUTELY UNABLE TO GET ANY INFORMATION 
AS TO WHAT IS GOING ON IN THESE TREATY NEGOTIATIONS. 

...IN FACT, I THINK THAT THE WORKERS SHOULD BE ENTITLED 
TO HAVE A REPRESENTATIVE SIT AT THAT TABLE. THEY SHOULD 
KNOW FIRST HAND WHAT DECISIONS ARE CONTEMPLATED WITH 
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PAGE 02 PANAMA 01334 2523 19Z 
REGARD TO THEIR OWN EUTURE." 

3. MEANY CHARGED THAT GOVERNOR OF CANAL ZONE "HAS 

A LOT OE INEORMATION " BUT IS PREVENTED BY WASHINGTON FROM 
DISCUSSINGANYTHING ABOUT TREATY WITH LABOR LEADERS. 

CARTER ADMINISTRATION, COMMITTED TO AN "OPEN" POLICY IN 
GOVERNMENT, SHOULD REMOVE THE SECRECY FROM THE TALKS, 
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HE SAID. 
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